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Guidelines for Photographers and General Information for our Visitors 

We are so happy you're here! The Village Arts Center (VAC) is a vibrant, creative community in 
the heart of Balboa Park, and we love seeing our beautiful courtyard and historic buildings 
appreciated through photography.


To make sure everyone, artists, visitors, and photographers alike; has a wonderful and safe 
experience, we’ve put together some friendly guidelines. Thanks for helping us keep the Village 
a happy and creative space!


Getting Started: Your Photography Permit 

• Do I need a permit? 

• Yes, photographers must obtain a permit to photograph within the park.


• Where do I get one? 

• You can get your permit at the Balboa Park Administration Building. 

• It’s located at 2125 Park Blvd., San Diego. Just go to the rear of the building and use 

door #1.


Best Times for Your Photo Shoot 

• Golden Hour & Exteriors: 

• Feel free to visit with your clients before or after our regular business hours to capture 

the charm of our studio doors and the outside of the buildings.

• Studio Hours: 


• Most of our wonderful studio artists begin arriving and setting up around 10:00 a.m. and 
typically close up between 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 


• Hours can vary—some artists may be open earlier or later!

• If a Studio Door is Open: 


• An open door means an artist is home and working! 

• Please feel free to peek in, but do not block the doorway. It's their place of business 

and we want to make sure visitors can come and go freely.

• Our Patio Artists: 


• Our talented patio artists often set up earlier and pack up later than the studios. 

• Please be extra mindful of their workspace and never block their displays or interfere 

with their sales.
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Being a Great Guest in Our Creative Home 

• Keep Pathways Clear: 

• Please be mindful of foot traffic. 

• Do not leave cords, lighting equipment, or any gear where visitors might trip. This 

includes walkways, planters, trees, and tables.

• Bring Your Own Gear: 


• We love that you're creative! 

• To be respectful of our artists' personal workspaces and tools, please do not ask to use 

their electricity, ladders, or any of their personal items (including their artwork for props). 

• Please come prepared with everything you need.


• Ask Before You Snap: 

• The artwork inside the studios is the artist's livelihood. 

• Most artists prefer that you do not photograph their work or use it as a backdrop for 

your shoots. 

• Always ask for permission first and graciously respect their wishes.


Our Historic Patio: A Little TLC Goes a Long Way 
Our beautiful, historic patio is one of the things that makes VAC so special. Help us preserve it!


• The Historic Benches: 

• The wooden benches are original and historic, please do not move them.


• Planters & Tables: 

• Please do not stand on the planters or the cement tables and benches. 

• They are delicate and can tilt or break. Not only could this damage our cherished 

property, but you could also be injured. 

• Please note that you may be responsible for the cost of repairs for any damage caused.


Sharing the Space: Events & Other Activities 

• Check for Events: 

• Before you settle in for a shoot, please check to make sure the patio isn't reserved for a 

private event or a VAC-sponsored show.

• Our Scheduled Musicians & Vendors: 


• We love having local musicians and vendors on the patio! 

• They are scheduled and approved to be here. 

• Please be courteous and do not disturb them or block access to their areas.


We want your experience at the Village Arts Center to be fantastic! The VAC operates under a 
Special Use Permit (SUP) with the City of San Diego, which requires all studio doors to be open 
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to the public during business hours. This is your space to enjoy, and these rules help us protect 
our unique community.


Our friendly Park Rangers are here to help if needed. While we prefer to solve things with a 
smile, we may ask someone who is not following the guidelines to leave, or call a Ranger for 
assistance.


Thank you for being respectful and considerate. Now, go have fun and capture the magic of 
the Village Arts Center 
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